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Project Parameters 

ÅUSDA/FNS funded project 
ς$1 million, 2.5 years 

ςPilot 

ÅResearch Project 

Å3-5 States, by population 
ς1 each from high (WA, NY); medium 

(IA); and low (AR). 

ÅSchools having:  50%+ students 
receiving free & reduced price 
meals, & no existing gardens 
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Project Partnership 

ÅNational Project Leadership Team: 
 

ïWashington State University Extension 
         Brad Gaolach, Martha Aitken, Karen Barale 

ïCornell University Cooperative Extension ï New 

York City/Cornell University 
         Gretchen Ferenz, Caroline Tse, Nancy Wells 

ï Iowa State University Extension 
         Nancy Franz, Karen Pattison, Cayla    

         Taylor, Janet Toering, Linda Naeve 

ïUniversity of Arkansas Cooperative Extension 
          Laura Connerly, Janet Carson, Julie Treat 

 

Å54 Schools 

ÅLocal Volunteers 

ÅExtension Educators 
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Project Timeline 
Å April 2011  
ïProject Pre-Planning  

Å Fall 2011 

ïPre-Garden Data Collection Activities (all schools) 

Å Spring 2012 

ïGarden Creation (intervention schools) 

ïGardening (intervention schools)  

ïData Collection (all schools) 

Å Fall 2012 

ïGardening (intervention schools)  

ïData Collection (all schools) 

Å Spring 2013 

ïGardening (intervention schools)  

ïData Collection (all schools) 

ïGarden Creation (control schools) 

Å Summer 2013 - Spring 2014 

ïData analysis 
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Guiding Philosophy 

Strengths of the Land Grant University 

ÅOffice serving every county 

ÅLocal Extension Educators and 

volunteers, with expertise in:  
ïNutrition (e.g. SNAP-Ed) 

ï4-H/Youth Development,  

ïCommunity-based Horticulture (e.g. Master 

Gardener Volunteers) 

ÅBuilds ócommunityô with additional local 

partners 
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Cornell University Research Team 

Å Nancy M. Wells, PhD, Lead Researcher, 

Associate Professor, Design & 

Environmental Analysis (DEA), Cornell 

University 

Å Beth Myers, doctoral student, DEA 

Å Jennifer Wilkins, PhD, Division of 

Nutritional Sciences 

Å Charles Henderson, MS, Human 

Development (Statistician) 

Å Cornell Research Associates 

 


